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State Water Plan

Origin

333

• Severe drought in mid-1990s 
• Senate Bill 1 in 1997
• Involvement of project sponsors 
• Regional planning rolled up to State Water Plan

Purpose
• Provide for the orderly development, management, and conservation of 

water resources
• Prepare for and respond to drought conditions 
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    Capital cost of $80 billion
  

Snapshot of the 2022 State Water Plan

5,800 strategies = 7.7 million 
acre-feet in 2070
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 2,400 projects 

Potential shortage of 6.9 million acre-feet in 2070 
in a drought of record
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Regional Planning Process
Interest Groups Represented

• Public
• Counties
• Municipalities
• Industry
• Agriculture
• Environment
• Small Business
• Utilities
• Districts
• Groundwater Management Areas
• River Authorities
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Planning in a nutshell
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Aging Infrastructure
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Droughts, Floods, and Water Supply Reliability
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Financial Assistance Programs
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TWDB Commitments

$35.6 
Billion

5,905
Financial 

Commitments
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State Flood Plan

Origin
• In the wake of historic flooding 
• 2019 Texas Legislature passed legislation (SB 8)
• First-ever regional and state flood planning process
• Regional planning rolled up to State Flood Plan

Purpose
• Provide for orderly preparation for and response to 

flood conditions
• Protect against loss of life and property

11



15 Regional Flood Planning Groups

Voting members 
1. Agricultural interests 
2. Industries
3. River authorities 
4. Counties 
5. Municipalities 
6. Water districts 
7. Flood districts 
8. Electric generating utilities 
9. Public
10. Water utilities
11. Environmental interests 
12. Small businesses

Non-voting Members
1. TWDB 
2. GLO
3. TCEQ 
4. TPWD 
5. TDA
6. TSSWCB 
7. TDEM
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Texas Water Fund

New Funds for Texas 

• Invest $1 B in new funding programs managed by 
the Texas Water Development Board

o Texas Water Fund ($750 M)
o new dollars to existing state programs

o New Water Supply for Texas Fund ($250 M)
o to develop or acquire new water
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Texas Constitutional Amendment - Proposition 6 
Approved November 7, 2023
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"The constitutional amendment creating the 
Texas water fund to assist in financing water 

projects in this state.“

TEXAS VOTERS APPROVED
 ✓ 78% YES 



Stakeholder Engagement Opportunities

• March 20th Informal 
Stakeholder Meeting in Austin 
+ virtual

• April 10th Texas Water Fund 
Work Session in Lubbock

• Stakeholder surveys on TWDB 
website
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Texas Water Fund Implementation
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Other Hot Topics and Deadlines

• DWSRF Lead Service Line Replacement solicitation is open 
through April 1

• Agricultural Water Conservation Grant applications due April 3

• Flood Infrastructure Fund abridged applications due April 15

• Texas Water Service Boundary Editor is open through July 1
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Questions

L’Oreal Stepney, P.E., Director
Loreal.Stepney@twdb.texas.gov

(512) 463-7847

Kerry Niemann, Chief of Staff 
Kerry.Niemann@twdb.texas.gov 

(512) 463-7322
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